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Top performers   
296,765 new businesses have started 
up in the UK this year alone according to 
StartUp Britain, and Birmingham is the 
top performing city for entrepreneurial 
start-ups outside of the South East. This is 
why we at the BMET Enterprise Academy 
are so passionate about delivering our 
programme for budding entrepreneurs. 

The BMET Enterprise Academy, now in its 
fifth year, is open to any students across 
the College, who are interested in starting 
their own company and in business 
generally.

Our 7 strand programme of visiting 
lectures, mentoring programme, site 
visits, internships, business etiquette 
workshops and career hubs is developed 
in partnership with our advisory board, 
comprised of figures from business, 
industry and commerce. 

As we come to the end of this 5th Year, we 
must thank all those companies who have 
supported the Academy to date including:
BPS Birmingham Future
Bluestorm Development 
Brewin Dolphin
BT
Court Collaboration 
Class Creative
Clive Reeves PR
Cultiv8Soultions
Droplet
ENL Legal 
Entrepreneurs for the Future
FleetMilne Property
Glide
Innovation Birmingham 
Irwin Mitchell
JDEntrepreneur 
Katie Bard Recruitment
Miss Macaroon 
My Campus Ride
NHS
Orb Creative
Rewired PR
Weave Marketing

FACING THE 
DRAGONS

It was time to put our learning into practice 
last month as our students entered our own 
Dragon’s Den.

BPS Birmingham Future team led by Ian 
Burrows, Enterprise Academy Board Member 
and Investment Manager at Brewin Dolphin, 
put our aspiring entrepreneurs through their 
paces as the students were placed in teams 
to come up with a new business idea for a 
fragrance, smoothie or bag before pitching 
their business plans to the panel of Dragons.

The project called for the young business 
people to demonstrate their understanding of 
specific aspects of business such as unique 
selling points, marketability and of course 
profitability. 

The winning team of Mohammed Ahmed, 
Haider Malik, Shanta Cousins, Linn Karlsen 
and Humzah Mahmood were presented with 

£250 in gift vouchers and the hotly contested 
Dragon Den medals. 

They impressed the judging panel with 
their proposal to create a website offering 
students backpacks that could be personally 
customized by colours and patterns. 

Winning team member and BMET Enterprise 
Academy student Linn Karsen told Venture 
about her experience: “It felt great to have 
been chosen as the winners, especially as 
some of us were a bit nervous about making 
the presentation to people in industry. Having 
the panel ask us lots of questions gave us 
confidence and their feedback was really 
helpful”

A huge thanks from all of us at the Academy 
to BPS Birmingham and their volunteer 
members for taking an afternoon out of their 
schedules to come and support our students.

VENTURE



Drop in for coffee   
Next time someone asks you for a cup of 
coffee and you think you’ve not got time, 
think again as it could be the catalyst you 
need to launch your business idea. 

It was over said cup of coffee that co-
founders of the mobile money application 
“Droplet”, Will Grant and Steffan Aquarone 
came up with their innovative online payment 
platform. 

Now featured in the Telegraph as one of the 
country’s “ones to watch” the Droplet team 
remains close to its routes with an office 
based at Innovation Birmingham and earlier 
this term our young entrepreneurs paid a visit 
to hear all about the growth of the company, 
developing a career in the tech industry 
and how to stand out from the crowd when 
applying for jobs.

The passion, determination and vision of the 
Droplet team was visible to all of us and as 
we left the office a poster on the office walls 
gave some advice to our students at the 
start of their entrepreneurial journey: “Never, 
ever, ever give up.”

Internship challenge
At the time of going to press many of our 
students are applying for internships across 
the city. For the first time this year some of 
our students have joined together to form an 
Enterprise Club and will be working with our 
partners over the summer period to develop 
a business plan and hopefully be ready to 
pitch their ideas to perspective funders by 
September. 

Believe in yourself
International sportsman and recognized 
leader Muhammed Ali once said: “It’s lack 
of faith that makes people afraid of meeting 
challenges, and I believe in myself.”

Lack of confidence or self-belief can hold 
individuals back in the work place and key to 
any business success is the ability to present 
ideas and have confidence to articulate that 
vision to an audience.

So we were pleased to visit the offices of 
heavyweights of the legal profession and 

partners to the Enterprise Academy, Irwin 
Mitchell Solicitors this term to take part in 
an interactive session to help bolster self-
confidence. 

Led by Board Member and Partner at 
Irwin Mitchell, Nick Dawson and Chair of 
the Academy Advisory Board, Phil Millard 
from BlueSource Development, students 
and mentors worked together in teams to 
develop skills in presentations and public 
speaking through a series of interactive and 
competitive workshops.

Welcome on board 
The Enterprise Academy is supported and 
advised by a board of individuals from the 
business community who volunteer their 
time and resource to help devise and advise 
on a programme that really helps meet the 
needs of the region’s business community 

as well as equipping our students with the 
right business skills.

We’ve extended our Board this term and are 
delighted to welcome back Nick Dawson, 
Partner at Irwin Mitchell Solicitors and Chris 
Pyatt, Founder of Class Creative and Winner 
of the Birmingham Young Professional of the 
Year Technology category. 

Celebrating with 
our Graduates
Our second year students all attended their 
Graduation ceremony this term and as they 
join our alumni we look forward to hearing 
about their careers. Hopefully will welcome 
them back in future years to speak and give 
career advice to our students. 

A look back over the year in pictures


